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Wyoming celebrates largest baptism growth in SBC

By Karen L. Willoughby

MILLS, Wyo. — The Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network’s 95 churches from 55 mostly-rural communities anticipate beginning a
partnership with IMB missionaries working with rural churches in Europe.

The 159 messengers from 51 churches and 25 guests to the 42™ annual meeting of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Missions Network heard
about the potential partnership during their Nov. 6-7 gathering at Mountain View Baptist Church in suburban Casper.

“We're excited about this,” Executive Director Rondie Taylor told Baptist Press. “For Wyoming churches, big cities often seem inaccessible,
but churches in rural communities feel like home. Theyre often overlooked, and we look forward to seeing them and serving them in
whatever way we can.”

This year’s theme — “Invest” — based on Colossians 4:12 reflects Wyoming’s commitment to reach Wyoming with the Gospel.

Church Planting Strategist Don Whalen reported 20 ongoing plants and replants, five “seeds” becoming plants this year, and 30 churches
“successfully planted™ since 2005. Wyoming Southern Baptists also had three additional churches vote to join the Wyoming Southern

Baptist Mission Network this year.

“Since 2015, 24 churches have closed their doors, but we have successfully replanted in 10 of those communities” added Whalen, who is
retiring after 23 years serving Wyoming Southern Baptists, 10-plus years leading the church planting effort. A succession plan is in place.

“Don has been responsible for the emphasis and rejuvenation of church planting in Wyoming,” Taylor told messengers during his
Executive Director’s report. “We as a mission network would not be where we are today without his great work.”

Business Manager Janice Trotter also retired this year. She and Whalen were honored during a Friday, Nov. 7, noon luncheon at Boyd
Avenue Baptist Church in Casper, as part of the annual meeting. The Rocky Mountain Baptist Foundation in Colorado is set to take over
Trotter’s accounting responsibilities and Wyoming Baptist’s office staff will handle day-to-day business operations.

Taylor noted Adam Groza, president of Gateway Seminary, which has two in-state educational tracks for Wyoming: the Wyoming
Southern Baptist Center for Leadership Development, now in its 20" year with over 170 graduates, and a teaching site in Casper for
Gateway’s Rocky Mountain campus, now in its fifth year.

“We are so grateful for Dr. Groza,” Taylor said. “He spoke [Nov. 5-6] at our evangelism conference and it was a fantastic event. Gateway’s
partnership with the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network is essential to our task of raising up Wyoming leaders to be the next
deacons, elders, pastors and church planters.”

Outgoing President Ed Tharp, pastor of Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in Casper, in his report to messengers spoke to the day’s “Invest™
theme.

“At the end of Colossians, Paul lists a bunch of people who were partners in the Gospel, a variety of people who were invested in it,”
Tharp preached. “They were invested in each other. They were invested in the mission. And they were invested in their relationship with
God.

“We need to be invested in the work God called us to, and we need to invest in each other as fellow laborers in Christ,” Tharp continued.
“Let us do this with intentionality. Let us seek out relationships and truly come alongside each other.”

Wyoming saw the largest year-over-year percentage increase in baptisms last year of any state convention, and a total of 365 baptisms,
Taylor told messengers in his report. ACPs revealed attendance numbers exceeded pre-COVID numbers for the first time since 2019. “The
years 2020 and 2021 saw deep declines but they are rebounding.

“God is on the move in Wyoming,” Taylor said. “I am so grateful for the
leaders and faithful churches scattered across our state that are
worshipping Him, sharing the Gospel, baptizing believers and investing in
the next generation.”

Messengers elected President Bill Harvison, pastor of Victory Baptist
Church in Powell; First Vice President Reuben Marlow, pastor of Living
Hope Church in Green River; Second Vice President Dave Brown, member
at Hilltop Baptist Church in Casper; Recording Secretary Dawn Kenney,
member at Bar Nunn (Wyo.) Baptist Church; and Assistant Recording

Secretary Elizabeth Woodfin, member at Rendezvous Church in Pinedale.
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Wyoming Southern Baptists in 2026 anticipate receiving $410,000 in Cooperative Program sharing from churches, $125,000 from

churches through the Wyoming State Mission Offering, and up to $110,000 from the North American Mission Board for evangelism and

church planting. The 2026 budget, up $20,000 from last year, was approved at $875,512. Cooperative Program giving to global missions

remains at 10 percent, or $41,000 in 2026, same as last year.

“The Gospel is being proclaimed, baptistries are being filled, lives are being transformed, addictions broken, disciples grown, leaders

raised, and churches planted across our state,” Taylor said. “As a network, we believe it 1s our purpose to come alongside churches and

pastors and help you better fulfill the mission God has given each local church in its community. We believe we are better together and

healthier when we work together. We believe healthy pastors with healthy families lead healthy churches and healthy churches transform

communities.”

The 43rd annual meeting of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission network 1s set for Nov. 5-6 at Boyd Avenue Baptist Church in

Casper, with an evangelism conference to start Nov. 4.

Wyoming Southern Baptists held a special luncheon at our recent 2025 annual meeting to celebrate

the retirement of Business Manager Janice Trotter and Church Planting Strategist Don Whalen.

Janice and Don have served faithfully for many years. We grieve their retirements. But we know

that God will continue to use them as they enter a new era in their lives.

First Baptist Church of Riverton voted on August 24
to become part of the Wyoming Southern Baptist
Mission Network. They were received by the West
Region by unanimous vote of the executive board on
September 15. We look forward to working with our

fourth SBC church in Riverton. Shane Rosty is pastor.

'.\_‘ .
Wind River Church, Shoshoni, continues to be in
partnership with Columbus Association of North
Carolina. They sent a work crew this past summer to
construct a Sunday school room at the church and will
be sending a small team to Shoshoni this November to
distribute winter coats for children. Phil Mark is

pastor.

United Baptist Church, Riverton, has started a new
ministry, “Clean Hands, Pure Hearts.” This is a
personal hygiene product distribution ministry for
homeless and disenfranchised people and families in
Fremont County. Distribution is every third Saturday

of the month. Clark Grogan 1s pastor.

Capital City Church joins Wyoming Southern Baptists.

During the fall Capital City Church in Cheyenne, voted to pursue partnership
with The Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network. Capital City Church is
Pastored by Karl Pickard

Shepherd Hills Bible Church in Encampment launched in September. It is
pastored by Michael Branch.

The Hill Church in Green River continues to see a surge in professions of faith

and baptisms. The Hill is pastored by Dr. Clint Scott

These great guys were baptized this
last Sunday! God transforms lives!
He always has and always will.

-Calvary Church Gillette

Outfitter Kaycee had its first service

after relaunching.
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It Is Good to Be Southern Baptists
BY RONDIE TAYLOR

A couple of weeks ago, I had the privilege of participating in a Question-and-Answer time with the members of a church considering
joining the Wyoming Southern Baptist Network. The pastor had done such a great job leading his church through this process that they
came excited and full of fantastic questions.

In preparation, the pastor had sent out a five-page email explaining what 1t would look like to join and highlighting the benefits of being
part of the Wyoming Southern Baptist Mission Network. As I read through his email, I was reminded again of just how good it is to be
Southern Baptist. We are a large denomination of churches — with some crazy uncles, a few warts, and our share of flaws — but the
good far outweighs the bad.

As Wyoming Southern Baptists, we enjoy a sweet fellowship that allows us to work together to reach our state with the Gospel. We are
blessed with three regional missionaries who are here to connect, encourage, equip, support, and love the local church. As a former
church planter and pastor in Wyoming, I know firsthand the value of working together and having support and friendship beyond the
local church.

[ loved how the pastor expressed this in his email. He wrote:

“Having church leadership that isn't socially 1solated-—especially in Wyoming—is a blessing. Effective pastors need to connect with other
pastors who face similar leadership, theological, relational, and personal challenges. The opportunities the SBC provides to connect with
other ministers are vital, and being part of a network that upholds the historic principle of local church independence is essential for
maintaining a biblical church.”

[t truly is good to be Southern Baptist.

Within our network, we provide contextualized opportunities to learn, to sharpen your tools, to prepare leaders, and to invest in the next
generation. As a Wyoming Southern Baptist church, you have the opportunity to participate in our Advance Seminary Program (which
1s free for every Wyoming pastor), attend yearly pastors and wives retreats, youth retreats, children’s ministry trainings, youth and kids
camps, the evangelism conference, the annual meeting, regional events, pastor fellowships, and many other gatherings.

Many of these opportunities are free of charge, and all are subsidized to keep them as affordable as possible. If finances ever become a
barrier for you or your church to attend, please reach out — we will gladly provide a scholarship. We exist to equip and encourage the
local church, and we will do whatever it takes to make that possible.

But the benefits don’t stop there. As a Southern Baptist church, you are part of one of the largest mission-sending organizations in the
world. The International Mission Board (IMB) alone has over 3,500 fully funded missionary units serving across the globe, sharing the
Gospel. Those missionaries come from local churches just like yours and are supported by faithful Southern Baptists from Wyoming and
beyond. It is good to be Southern Baptist.

In addition, we are grateful for the North American Mission Board (NAMB), which supports and funds church planting efforts
throughout North America. Here in Wyoming, we’ve seen the fruit of that partnership — five new church plants opened their doors this
past year, and thirty have been planted since 2005. These church planters come from our local Southern Baptist churches, and through
our Advance program, we're helping train the pastors and planters of tomorrow. Again, it is good to be Southern Baptist.

In a world of denominational drift, Southern Baptists — though far from perfect — have remained grounded in their biblical,
conservative convictions. United by the Baptist Faith and Message and the principle of church autonomy, we have held fast to the
ierrancy of Scripture and resisted the pull of an ever-changing world. It is good to be Southern Baptist.

These are just a few of the blessings we enjoy. If you're like me, you may need a reminder now and then that we truly are a blessed
people. We have challenges, failures, and blind spots — but I am thankful to be a Southern Baptist and deeply privileged to serve as your
State Missionary here in Wyoming.

As we close out 2025 and step into 2026, [ am praying for you and your church - that it will be a year of Gospel proclamation,
addictions broken, marriages restored, baptistries filled, lives changed, leaders developed, and sweet fellowship enjoyed.

If I or our regional missionaries can ever serve you or your church, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

[t is good to be a Wyoming Southern Baptist. Thank you for what you do! 3



MISSIONS AND GIVING

BY DALE BASCUE

It 1s never an easy thing for a preacher to talk about giving. We have been given an unfair reputation because of a few disreputable
charlatans who talk about nothing but money. I had been pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Ft. Smith, Arkansas for over two years
when our treasurer noticed a slight downturn in giving, so she asked me if I would address it from the pulpit. A few weeks later, I did. It
was the first sermon I had ever preached on giving — ever. As one man left the building that morning, I heard him say to his wife - “that’s
all that preacher ever talks about!”
I hate to say this, but it does need to be noted: a faith that does not affect every area of life is not much of a faith. When Jesus saved you,
He saved all of you, including your bank account! When I address the topic of money, I always do so under the umbrella of stewardship.
As 1 think of tithes and offerings, I realize that we give, not because there is a need or because we have a surplus. We give not because we
are generous. We give because we are stewards of God’s creation. Because in the beginning, God created - that is the basic tenant of
stewardship — God created and placed man in the midst of His creation to care for it.
Stewardship is an understanding that I don’t own anything. Everything has been given to me and I have it for a purpose. Discovering that
purpose is all part of the spiritual journey whereby we discover that God is greater than we are, and He is able to supply our every need.
Paul was sent as a missionary from the church in Antioch. Early on in his mission, Paul said, “they desired only that we should remember
the poor, the very thing which I also was eager to do™ (Gal. 2:10). When a time of hard famine hit Judea, Paul lead in receiving an offering
from Gentile churches to give them relief. The churches in Macedonia were more than willing to give towards this need. The church at
Corinth, hearing about what the Macedonians did, also made a commitment to give to this need. However, they begin to reconsider their
commitment. So, Paul calls them to faithfulness in 2 Corinthians 8. Here are some of the things he says:

1. Don’t allow circumstances to determine your giving — v.2

2. Giving is a spiritual activity that starts with giving yourself to God —v. 5

3. Giving above your means makes you like Jesus — v.9
Are you familiar with the Red Ball Express? A couple of months after the D Day landing in June 1944, 28 Allied divisions were advancing
in France and were quickly moving faster than supplies could reach them. The Red Ball Express was a convoy of 6000 trucks that used
backroads to bring the supplies the frontline troops needed. It was often at great expense to the truck drivers and there was great sacrifice
in bringing resources forward to the front.
At our Network’s recent Evangelism Conference, Dr. Adam Groza reminded us that sometimes we are on the front line and sometimes we
are on the supply line. This time of year, our minds and hearts are directed toward the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International
Missions. We are the Red Ball Express for our missionaries. They are on the front lines. We are on the supply lines and God 1s the
Supplier. In Philippians 4:19 we read, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” He uses
His church to supply those who need it. We are partners with our missionaries in this great gospel push around the world.
Why do we give mission offerings? Maybe we give to fulfill a commitment. Maybe we give to demonstrate love. Maybe we give because we
know we are investing in eternity. Maybe we give because we know we are partners in a worldwide gospel ministry. Whether we give to
support missionaries in Africa or Southeast Asia, or New Jersey, or California, or Evanston or Shoshoni, Wyoming, these are the reasons
we give.
So, according to Scripture, we are stewards of the gifts of God. Paul reminds us that the only thing required of a steward is faithfulness.

As God has blessed us, we are called upon to be faithful with His blessings. Let’s be faithful in our missions giving.

WSBMN CHURCHES THAT NEED A PASTOR

CROSSROADS BAPTIST, DOUGLAS
WRIGHT BAPTIST, WRIGHT
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BIG PINEY*
WINDCITY, MEDICINE BOW
PRINCIPE DE PAZ, CASPER*

LIFEWAY CHURCH, TORRINGTON 4
*SERVED BY INTERIM




BUILDING BRIDGES

DR. FRED CREASON

Back in 1898 Will Allen Dromgoole wrote a poem that became known as The Bridge Builder. The poem has been reprinted multiple times

and gives a much-needed message for leaders, especially more experienced leaders, who have been at it for a while.

An old man going a lone highway,
Came, at the evening cold and gray,
To a chasm vast and deep and wide,

Through which was flowing a sullen tide.

The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
The sullen stream had no fear for him:
But he turned when safe on the other side

And built a bridge to span the tide.

"Old man," said a fellow pilgrim near,

"You are wasting your strength with building here;
Your journey will end with the ending day,
You never again will pass this way;

You've crossed the chasm, deep and wide,

Why build you this bridge at evening tide?"

The builder lifted his old gray head;
"Good friend, in the path I have come," he said,
"There followed after me to-day

A youth whose feet must pass this way."

"The chasm that has been as naught to me
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be;
He, too, must cross in the twilight dim;

Good friend, I am building this bridge for him!"

I read a book recently by Albert Mohler, entitled The Conviction to Lead. Mohler shared a story about an old preacher who told a group
of younger preachers to remember that they would die. "They are going to put you in a box, " he said, "and put the box in the ground, and

throw dirt on your face, and then go back to the church and eat potato salad" (p. 215).

It's good to be reminded of how short life is and how certain death is. [ watched my dad bury all his friends. He was a master at preaching
funerals. And he had plenty of funerals to preach. The same thing is starting to happen with me. It seems that my friends and I are in the

"senior" age group, where pharmacies get our money, and cemeteries get our bodies.

Dad died. And just about everybody from his generation has died. It seems that us Baby Boomers are next in line. Mohler gives some
powerful insights into time and ministry. "Our time is in God's hands" (p. 198). "We did not choose when to be born, nor will we choose
when to die" (p. 198). "We cannot add time; we can only exercise stewardship over the time we are given" (p. 198). "Mortality not only is
the great equalizer, it is the great motivator” (p. 212). "The reality of death frames the urgency and importance of making the most of the

time we are given" (p. 211). 5



[ had a yearly checkup a few weeks ago. (I try to stay away from doctors as much as I can!) I was asked to draw a clock, set the hands at
11:10, and remember three unrelated words. I had been warned that this day would come. Thankfully, I passed my first Alzheimer's test. It

was stressful, but I guess I came through.

Mohler's book had a great impact on me--and my perspective on ministry and time. I love my ministry. | am very thankful for the
Wyoming Southern Baptists who support me in my ministry. The privilege of equipping men and women to be more effective Christian
leaders 1s more than a calling. It's a dream come true. The privilege of ministering to Wyoming pastors and churches is a dream come true

as well.

We are in our 20th year in our seminary program, where we partner with Gateway Seminary to provide quality education in a Wyoming
setting. We will soon have 169 graduates. Many of these graduates are leaders in local churches across our state, and around our country.

Many are young people who are discovering God's call for their lives.

['ve been asked a few times if I plan to retire soon. And I've given the same answer. By God's grace, | want to keep on going. "I want to
stay in this role as long as I can be unquestionably effective” (Mohler, 227). All ministry is tiring at times. But the passion is still there. The

energy 1s still there. And the gratitude to God, and to Wyoming Southern Baptists is still there as well.

Mohler writes, "A steward is someone who manages and leads what is not his own . . . knowing that he will give an account to the Lord as
the owner and ruler of all" (p. 147). We're all "temporary help." We're all temporary stewards of the ministry that God gives us. I know the
day will come when [ must step aside. Butmy longing is to continue to be faithful to God's calling. It is a great privilege to serve Wyoming

Southern Baptists.

WSBMN CALENDAR

DECEMBER
WE WILL BE CLOSED WSBMN GIVING
DECEMBER 23-31, 2025 i
cP SMO
JANUARY

AUG $18,993.75 $9,336.13

WE WILL BE CLOSED
| sep $26,299.94 $6,489.27
JANUARY 1-4, 2026
ocT $42,772.43 $21,052.22
RE OPENING -
JANUARY 5, 2026

ACPs have been mailed out to your churches

There are 3 easy options to complete the ACP

-You can complete the ACP by filling out the form

that was mailed to you and returning it to the state office.

-You can complete the ACP by going onto our website WYOMINGSBC.ORG and

complete the form there. It is found under the “Resources” tab.

-You can complete the ACP by calling into the office with the information

and we will complete the form for you. 307-472-4087



CASE FAMILY-CHILE

Answered Prayer and Giving Thanks:

1) Thankful that Hollis arrived in late
August. A school called Southland
school opened their doors for Hollis to
work. This school is in Lo Barnechea,
and 2 kids from our church go there.
She'll also be helping our church in La
Dehesa. She'll be teaching the kids
music and preparing them for a
Christmas presentation. Continue to
pray for those students with whom she

will be making relationships.

2) Thankful for 10 years of seeing God
work in La Dehesa and Lo Barnechea.
Seeing God change lives and plant a

new church in a neighborhood with no

evangelical presence. (picture below)

3) Grateful for the opportunity to
volunteer in an event such as the U-20
World Cup and meet people with whom

I can share hope and the love of God.

CASE FAMILY

N.EW S L E T .T-E-R

Prayer Requests:
1) A team from FBC Stuttgart, AR

Dear Family & Friends,

We hope this note finds you all doing well. We are doing
well and excited about what God is doing. We enjoyed
visiting with family and a few friends in July while we were in
the US. In August, we celebrated with the Baptist Church
here in La Dehesa thelOth anniversary as a congregation.
Then we welcomed Hollis who is here for the semester. And
to end September and start October, Chile is hosting the U-
20 World Cup. There is a lot going on.

arrives the second weekend of October to .4

work with the mission church in

Talagante. Pray for those who are

preparing to come, and the people God is "~ ‘

working with to bring into this church.
Pray for the three activities planned on
Sat. the 11th. Pray that the people in the
neighborhood around the church will

hear about the love of God.

2) Pray for Antonio's family as they go
through the grief process. Pray that they
will know the love of God and feel

surrounded by presence.

3) Pray for Hollis as she reaches out to
the students at the school and works with

the kids at the church.

4) Pray for the family of Alberto y
Sheila. They recently started coming to
the La Dehesa church. Pray for them as
they hear the Gospel, that they will fully
understand it. Pray that they will

understand what it means to have a

relationship with Christ.

Cinthy & I have been serving with the
International Mission Board (IMB) for
33 years. 18 of those here in Santiago.
This year the IMB is celebrating the
100th anniversary of the Cooperative
Program (CP) with the Southern
Baptist Convention (SBC). Since it's
launch in 1925, the CP has played a
vital role in the work of the IMB. As a
member of a Southern Baptist church,
your giving through the CP directly
impacts everything we do. Thank you
for your partnership in bringing the
Gospel to the nations. Here is a short
video from us. You are welcome to use
it in your church, small groups, youth
groups or where you think it is
appropriate.
https://vimeo.com/1065412374






