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The Youth Evangelism Conference (YEC) is an annual youth conference designed to help students experience and learn
how to share the gospel. YEC was held on April 17-18 at College Heights Baptist Church. Around 300 students and
volunteers attended this year, which was almost a 50% increase from previous years. Shane Pruitt was the keynote
speaker and Pastor Scott Iken led worship with his team from Calvary Church, Gillette. While the impact of this year’s
YEC is still unfolding, at least 30 hands were raised at an invitation for salvation and around 20 hands were raised when
called to commit to ministry leadership.

Shane Pruitt spoke about knowing and sharing the real Jesus. Many false ideas about Jesus and false gospels exist in
the current culture; Pruitt emphasized Jesus as He reveals Himself in Scripture. The message of Jesus revealed in
Scripture is still relevant and still has impact as evidenced at YEC.

There were 10 breakouts for students to choose from with topics designed around the spiritual armor outlined in
Ephesians 6. Topics included defining truth, righteous living, defending against evil, protecting your mind, knowing the
Word of God, and praying for boldness. Students engaged in discussion and practical application of biblical themes.
The YEC Planning Committee would like to thank everyone who made YEC possible. A special thank you to Shane Pruitt,
College Heights Baptist Church, Pastor Scott lken, the worship team from Calvary Church Gillette, all the breakout
leaders, and the refreshments team from Outfitter Church. A final thank you to the churches who continue to support
and attend YEC, the continued impact of the Gospel in Wyoming will come through the response of God’s people to Go
and make disciples.

On a personal note, | (Reuben Marlow) have been encouraged and convicted about the need to Ask. In the Sermon on
the Mount Jesus says, “Ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”
(Matthew 7:7-8 CSB). YEC this year showed a great response from those who were asked. The YEC Planning Committee
intentionally prayed for more students to attend this year, God responded. New churches were invited to attend, they
responded. Shane Pruitt shared the truth of Scripture and asked people to repent, many responded. James tells us that
we “do not have because you do not ask. You ask and don’t receive because you ask with wrong motives, so that you
may spend it on your pleasures.” (James 4:2-3 CSB). Are we asking God to give the increase as we live according to his
mission? Are we inviting others to join us as we spread God’s Kingdom? Are we asking others to repent and follow
Jesus?
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“How beautiful on the mountains are ;

the feet of the messenger who brings
good news, the good news of peace
and salvation, the news that the God

of Israel reigns!” WYOMlNG
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WSBMN CHILDREN'S MINISTRY /
CONFERENCE
APRIL 10-11, 2026

@ MOUNTAIN VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH MILLS

Children’s Ministry Conference was a massive hit with
almost a 1/3 of our churches attending the event and over
125 people.

Along with seeing the new VBS material for 2026, there
were breakouts on everything from reaching your
community through events, to how to present and discuss
the gospel with little children, classroom management for
all ages and abilities, and so much more! Stay tuned for next
year’s Children’s Ministry Conference April 2-3, 2027.

YOUTH EVANCELISM CONFERENCE

A B 4N\ _A
Shane Pruitt came to Casper on April 17-18, 2026 for YEC. Over 300 Rl -

youth and leaders came to wprship and hear from him. They also had Featuring Shane Pruitt
the opportunity to ask hard questions, learn in more detail of what the April 17-18 2026
armor of God looks like in action, and fellowship together as the future

of Wyoming. Come join us next year April 16-17, 2027! V] College Heights Baptist Church

1927 Walnut St Casper, Wy
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Wyoming witness: Baptism and evangelism numbers increase at record rates

By Scott Barkley

CASPER (BP) - Its distinction as the country’s least
populous state can factor into the tendency to
overlook Wyoming. Doing so, however, means missing
a response to the Gospel that is both indicative of the
ministry work there, as well as what is achievable
anywhere else.

“We've seen a 100 percent increase in baptisms from
2023 to 2025, so we’re praising God for that. We also
just had a wonderful Youth Evangelism Conference
with Shane Pruitt as our speaker,” said Rondie Taylor,
state executive. “That brought a record attendance of
300 students and leaders. With over a third of our
churches there, we saw at least 30 professions of
faith with many rededications and responses to a
ministry calling”

Taylor, who has been in his role for two-and-a-half
years, pointed to those who have bought in on the
importance of sharing the Gospel.

“Our pastors and churches have really invested in
evangelism,” he said.

Those results, Taylor added, are coming from a
variety of ministry contexts. Hispanic churches are
reporting growth, as are college and youth ministries.
Outreach efforts in prisons are bringing fruit as well.
“It’s in every kind of church, and we’re seeing that
play out with youth and events like YEC,” Taylor said.
The previous attendance mark for Wyoming’s YEC
was 200. There were 225 baptisms recorded in the
state in 2023. In 2025, that figure jumped to 450.
Pruitt, the North American Mission Board’s Next Gen
director, spoke on April 17 and later shared on social
media his excitement over the number of salvations,
asking others to join him in prayer over the new
believers.

In another post the next day, he encouraged youth
leaders to ditch “fluff and puff” Bible teaching when
it comes to students.

“They want Spirit and Truth,” he said. “They are
hungry for truth, so preach the Bible. Let the
Scriptures dictate the topic. Let the Scriptures
dictate the illustrations. Let the Scriptures dictate
the application. Teach the Word of God.”

Taylor said the events in Wyoming reflect what is
possible elsewhere.

“Our youth leaders are excited about the trends
we’re seeing across the country. Students are
interested in spiritual things, and the Gospel is the
answer. They’re answering the call to ministry and
inviting their friends [to events and church].”

The state has revamped an intentional investment in
youth and children’s ministry, he noted. Three youth
camps - including one focused on missions - join
another week for children at the Mountain Top
Baptist Assembly Camp outside of Casper.

Taylor’s wife, Melody, has taken the lead in
developing events for children and training for
volunteers. Ed Tharp, a longtime student and
collegiate pastor in Casper who now serves there as
senior pastor at Boyd Avenue Baptist, has remained
active in similar leadership and guidance for student
events. Reuben Marlow, pastor of Living Hope
Church in Green River, and others have taken similar
roles.

Breakout sessions during YEC for youth leaders
reflect ongoing efforts across the state to resource
ministers. For 20 years, Gateway Seminary has
offered training for pastors and student ministers
online as well as in person.

“A lot of our youth leaders get trained in all aspects
of ministry and theology,” said Taylor. “A third of our
pastors have gone through the advanced seminary
program that Gateway offers.

“We’re seeing results from all over the state. | credit
our pastors, churches and their evangelistic efforts.
We’re seeing the results play out.”




Missionary sparks partnership between rural
churches in U.S., Europe

By Karen Willoughby

SICILY, Italy (BP) - “The goal is to get the Gospel out,” says Steve Brown, a missionary in Europe serving as a team leader
through the International Mission Board for 22 years, the last five based in Palermo, Sicily.

He recently came up with a new strategy for doing so, specifically designed to appeal to members of smaller and rural
Southern Baptist churches.

“The majority of our ministry has been in major metro areas,” Brown told Baptist Press. “Over the years we’ve noticed
and grew a heart for rural people, where there aren’t many evangelical churches.

Hurbanovo, Slovakia. Photo by Scott Melton

“We can still minister in the city we live in,” Brown continued. “But we want to also take our heart and a real burden for
people to hear the Gospel who live outside the major cities. This grew out of being aware of a lack of churches and of a
Gospel presence in rural areas”

The IMB has approved the concept of smaller churches in the U.S. connecting with rural areas in Europe, Jeff Clark told
Baptist Press. Clark is the IMB’s strategist for its Rural Network.

“This is our first real initiative to involve rural churches in the U.S. and Europe,” Clark said. “Since 2019 we’ve been
strengthening rural churches worldwide.”

At least 45 percent of the world live in rural areas, Clark said, giving credit to Brown for his proposal to connect smaller
churches in America with churches in non-urban areas in Europe.

“Often rural churches don’t think they can be actively involved in missions,” Clark said. “They go, ‘I'm just a farmer; how
can | be involved?’ We already have missionaries who farm, who train farmers. With [Brown’s] proposal, we can first get
[members of smaller churches in the U.S.] to see they can be involved hands-on in missions. Second, to let them know
how they can be involved.”

Leaders in smaller churches in several states are making plans to travel to Europe in late summer to connect with IMB
missionaries and churches in non-urban areas.

Wyoming Baptists plan to go to Spain, where 84 percent of the land is rural and where 16 percent — nearly 800,000 - of
the nation’s 48 million people live in 53 towns classified as rural, according to the European Union’s Rural Pact
Community Platform.

“| have always thought Spain would be the one country I’d like to go to,” Bill Harvison told Baptist Press. He’s pastor of
Victory Baptist Church in Powell, near Cody, Wyo., and in his first one-year term as president of the Wyoming Southern
Baptist Mission Network.

“Spain’s culture is kind of laid back; it always looked interesting to me. This opportunity opened for a vision tour and |
said, ‘This sounds like me right here! | think it’s going to be cool.

“I hope my church people see the need and opportunity of missions whether in Spain or in Pinedale, [Wyo., where
Victory Powell plans to help this fall in a church plant,] and get more involved in missions and doing more,” Harvison
continued. “This is an opportunity to take the Gospel to the lost. | see Spain as a place our people can say, ‘Let’s do
this!™

Oklahoma has already started in Slovakia, where 78 percent of the nation’s land is rural and 45 percent of the nation’s
5.3 million population live in towns of less than 5,000 residents, according to the U.S. State Department.

In what perhaps was a pre-launch of the rural churches’ U.S./Europe partnership, Scott Melton, pastor of Northeast
Baptist Church in Ponca City, Okla., was one of seven Oklahoma leaders last April who went on a vision tour of Slovakia,
Hungary and the Czech Republic.

“In Slovakia we met with six area pastors and saw the unity they had as a group of pastors working together,” Melton
said. “That struck a chord with us. They were all small churches trying to make an impact in their communities and
wanting to start work in other communities.

“We’re not a large church but we too want to make an impact,” Melton continued. Northeast Ponca’s four-year
partnership with Bangladesh recently concluded.

Melton meets every month via Whatsapp with the group of Slovakian pastors he met last year, one of whom visited
Northeast Ponca the first week of February this year. The church has plans for a mission trip to Slovakia in July to do a
VBS, three-day youth rally and canvassing in neighboring towns with an eye towards starting Bible studies.

“The key is to minister well in rural areas,” said Brown, who is spearheading partnerships of smaller American churches
with smaller European churches. “They’re hard to get to. We could go, do a block party and hand out information, but
the key to long-term effective ministry is a permanent presence, my wife and | realized. That led us to look for like-

minded churches in these areas of rural Sicily to partner with. )
continued onpage5 /4



continued from page 4
“We cultivated relationships with a few churches and took 10 to 15 percent of our time to encourage the body
of Christ there and also get encouragement from them. We began to also sort of dream with the pastors and
say, ‘What can we do? What do you want to do? Can we do this together?’ Most pastors would love to do more,
would love to reach their community, but they lack resources, members and maybe even the ability to try and
do something new.”

Brown has been dabbling in rural ministry (in addition to work he’s doing in major metro areas as European
team leader for five years). East Cooper Baptist Church in Mount Pleasant, S.C., has been a four-year partner in
that rural ministry.

“Everything we do is based on deep relationships and trust with one another,” Brown said. “The church of East
Cooper has loved the people so well the [Slovakian] pastor asked them if his kids could go there for a visit!
“The church [in Sicily] sits on the grounds of an orphanage. The church is now growing and extremely
encouraged to serve their community. They realized, ‘What these Americans are doing we can do as well” Now
they are effectively engaging with their community.

“What we want to ultimately see is effective ministry and disciples made by our IMB teams in partnership with
local European churches and SBC churches working hard together, mutually encouraging one another, and
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ among rural peoples of Europe,” Brown said. “I like that.”

Incompatible

By Dale Bascue

Have you ever seen the TV cooking competition show Chopped? I've always found it to be an entertaining show. The object of the
show 1s for four competing chefs to make delicious and eye appealing appetizers, main courses, and desserts from ingredients in a
basket that the contestants don’t see until they open the baskets. Each of those ingredients must be included in the dish. Usually, the
ingredients will be something like a tuna steak, oranges, heavy whipping cream and chocolate. The show is based on a new fad
among foodies and food critics around the world known as the Incompatible Food Triad. A and B taste good together; B and C taste
good together; C and A taste good together, but will A, B, and C taste good together? I tried it once. I found a recipe called Curry
Marmalade Chicken. Curry and chicken go together. Chicken and marmalade go together, but when all three were put into the same
dish my family asked me to destroy the recipe and never consider it again!

It should be acknowledged that some things not only shouldn’t go together; some things cannot go together. Fertilizer is a useful and
necessary item to have if you live on a farm. Diesel fuel is a useful and necessary item to have if you live on a farm. Don’t put them
together or you might just buy the farm!

Incompatibility is the inability of two substances to exist together. Some incompatibility is okay and just needs to be avoided. But in
the spiritual realm there is an incompatibility that will result in a hopeless eternity. The Apostle John introduces an incompatibility in
chapter 3 where he makes a somewhat enigmatic statement: “Whoever abides in Him does not sin.” He is telling us that a life of sin is
incompatible with a life as a Christian. It is incompatible in nature, and it is incompatible in actions. A sinful lifestyle is not
compatible with a Christian life!

Why? Why, if we are free in Christ, can’t we decide for ourselves what is good and right for ourselves? Why can’t two lifestyles exist
together in a Christian?

Well, first of all, we have become children of God. As His children, we reflect the nature and actions of our Father. Charlotte and I
have four children. They are unmistakenly ours. If we had a lineup with 100 people in it and you were asked to pick out my three
sons and one daughter, that wouldn’t be much of a challenge. Especially if you were allowed to interact with them. Their
mannerisms, way of speaking, and sense of humor are all reflective of who their parents are. In the same way, but on a larger scale,
we are to reflect who our Heavenly Father is. John tells us that His seed remains in us. As children of God, it is undeniable that we
should reflect actions and nature of our Father.

Part of the actions of our Father that should be reflected in the way we live has to do not only with God’s nature, but also in what the
nature of sin is. Sin is lawlessness, but God is the Lawgiver. God gave us His law to place boundaries and guidelines on haw to live.
Yet because of our inability to keep the law, the law is also given to prove our need for a Savior. That Savior has come to destroy the
works of the Devil and to take away our sins. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus has delivered us from Satan’s domain and
broken the power of sin, so we don’t have to sin. This enables us to live with a hope, and according to I John 3:3, that hope leads us
to purity.

This is why I say that a life dominated by sin and a life dominated by Christ are incompatible. That is not to deny that we don’t sin.
This is not sinless perfection. Sin and righteousness may occasionally meet, but they cannot live together in harmony.
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WSBMN CHURCHES THAT
NEED A PASTOR

BIG HORN BAPTIST, BUFFALO
CROSSROADS BAPTIST, DOUGLAS
EVANSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH, EVANSVILLE
HILLCREST BAPTIST CHURCH, RIVERTON
LIFEWAY CHURCH, TORRINGTON
NORTH CHEYENNE BAPTIST, CHEYENNE

PRINCIPE DE PAZ, CASPER*
SUNRISE BAPTIST CHURCH, CASPER
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH, LARAMIE

WINDCITY, MEDICINE BOW

*SERVED BY INTERIM

WSBMN GIVING

cP SMO

FEB $30,633.25 $2,905.23

June MAR $30,483.805 $3,382.93
APR $39,278.39 $38,965.84

9-12 SBC Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL

21 Father’s Day
22-26 Haven on the Rock Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly
29-6/3 Mission Summit

July

4 Independence Day

6-10 Kid’s Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly

13-18 Summit Youth Camp Week 1, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly
19-25 High School National Finals Rodeo, Lincoln, NE

20-25 Summit Youth Camp Week 2, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly
26-31 CEF Youth Challenge, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly

Andrew Feller is the new camp director

August for the Mountain Top Baptist Assembly
Camp. Andrew is a Wyoming native,

and a member of Boyd Avenue Baptist
Church in Casper. He has years of

experience in student ministry. Andrew

T CEF Good News Camp, Mt. Top Baptist Assembly
15 Northeast Region Annual Meeting,

22 West Region Annual Meeting, TBD is a graduate of Gateway Seminary
28-29 Statewide Ladies’ Retreat, Casper, Mt View Baptist through the Wyoming Southern Baptist
30-9/6 Week of Prayer for WSBMN State Mission Offering Center for Leadership Development
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Mission Partnerships

Wind River Church of Shoshoni has a busy summer planned. They will
be hosting two mission teams, one from First Baptist Church, Woodway,
Texas and the other from Columbus Association in North Carolina. The
significance of these mission teams is that both have been partners for

five years. Shoshoni has come to know the teams and look forward to
them coming each summer. Included here is a picture of the outreach in

Shoshoni Town Plaza from June 14. Phil Mark is pastor.

Men’s Retreat

CrossPoint Baptist Church in Worland will
be hosting a men’s retreat, July 31 - August
1. The M24 Men’s Retreat will be held at the
Circle J Ranch in Ten Sleep. Guest speaker
will be Dale Bascue, West Regional
Missionary. Fred Smith is pastor.

West Region
Celebrations

Baptisms
We love it when churches share pictures of
baptisms. Recent baptism celebrations include
Set Free Church of Riverton where Pastor
Richard Mills baptized several in their annual
church picnic in the Wind River Canyon.

On Sunday, June 14, Pastor Pat Alphin shared
pictures of baptism at Cody Cowboy Church. He
also reported 115 in attendance that day.

Northeast Region
Celebrations

Stan (and Diane) Bricker is the new pastor at CrossPointe
Baptist Church in Gillette. The Brickers are Gillette natives
and have served in Montana for many years, most recently
with NAMB and the Montana Baptist Convention. On April
19, CrossPointe celebrated a special baptism. We are
thankful to welcome Stan and Diane to the NE Region family.

South Region

Celebrations

Forged in the Fire Men’s Conference
On Saturday May 2nd, men from throughout Southwest Wyoming
gathered at New Hope Baptist Church in Rock Springs for a day of
Worship, Preaching and training. Organized by Pastor Nate Purvis at
New Hope, Forged in the Fire began with breakfast provided by men
from Emmanuel Baptist in Rock Springs. What followed was worship,
led by a team composed of Pastor Damon Poole from Emmanuel Rock
Springs, Reuben Marlow from Living Hope in Green River, and Nick
West from The Hill in Green River. South Region Missionary Matt
Maestas preached two messages and led two sessions of personal
development for the men that were gathered.

We are thankful to have Pastor Mark (and India) King
back in Wyoming. Mark is the new pastor at Clearmont
Community Church. He is a graduate of Gateway
Seminary, through the Wyoming Southern Baptist
Center for Leadership Development







